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TO:   Eligible Applicants  

 

FROM:  Peter McWalters  

               State Commissioner of Education  

 

SUBJECT:  New Funding Notification from the Rhode Island Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education 
 

 

The Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is announcing the 

availability of funds for the Rhode Island Pre-K Demonstration Project which will examine the 

impact of locally designed Pre-K programs on children in Rhode Island with the goal of building 

and sustaining the expansion of a diverse delivery system of state-funded Pre-K programs across 

the state. 

 

The initial anticipated funding for the Pre-K Demonstration project will provide Pre-K services 

to approximately 108 four year old children in six classrooms (of 18 children each) for the 2009-

2010 school year.  The classes will be comprised of children from interested families in the 

target communities.  The demonstration will include programs in a variety of settings in 

recognition of the existence of early childhood expertise in the local community.  Eligible 

organizations or entities able to open a classroom in one the following Rhode Island 

communities are invited to apply: Central Falls, Cranston, Pawtucket, Providence, Warwick and 

Woonsocket. Preference will be given to programs located in low income neighborhoods within 

these communities. 

 

Applications must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on June 18, 2009.  

.  

RIDE will host an optional information session for interested applicants on June 9, 2009 from 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The information session will take place in Alger Hall, Room 110, on the 

campus of Rhode Island College.  

  

A copy of the application and submission information is also available at 

www.ride.ri.gov/Special_Populations/default.aspx 

 

For more information please contact:  Sheila Beliveau at (401) 222-8343 or 

Sheila.beliveau@ride.ri.gov.  
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